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– Xun Kuang (from the Xunzi)  
Confucian philosopher 

(314 - 235 B.C.)

“Tell me, and I forget. 
Show me, and I may remember.  
Involve me, and I understand”

A well-known Confucian saying

It is important to design your course so 
that it will be interesting to teach.

We found in experiments a tool to engage 
students and to discover (or to recover) the joy of 

teaching



COMMON STATEMENTS

It is time consuming

It requires a lot of preparation

The size of my class is very large

Collecting the data is very costly

I am not an experimental economist



RESOURCES

1.classEx 

2.Econ Class Experiments 

3.Experiments in Economics: Laboratory Projects



Freeware: free to use
Sharable and Flexible: use, modify or create experiments
Real-time feedback: prof-stud. and stud-stud.

classEx



Experiments with Economic Principles

https://econclassexperiments.com/
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Personal Information 



Screen display 
REAL TIME TRANSACTIONS



Resources

• classEx program to run the experiment with the use of 
mobile devices

• Student’s Manual: instructions before the experiment + 
warm-up questions + exercises (after the experiment)

• Instructor’s Manual: instructions to run the experiment + 
hints for discussion/prior experiences + technical details

• Spreadsheet that automatically generates solutions to 
the exercises + profits obtained by students from the 
data collected by classEx



MARCUS GIAMATTEI, HUMBERTO LLAVADOR AND ALFREDO OROZCO 

IN PROGRESS  

JANUARY 2020





Experiments as 
a teaching tool 

1. The objective of the experiments is to replicate a known 
result. 
However, there is much to learn from experiments that 
fail to deliver the expected result: incentives, attention, 
market power … 

2.  Intervention and manipulation. 

3. No need to be an experimental researcher. 

Experiments 
in research 

Experiments as a teaching tool 



Last comments
• Experiments engage students and facilitate the 

understanding of abstract concepts (experiential learning)

• But running experiments is not enough

–Discussions before, during and after the experiment 
must force students to think and must be designed to 
help them in their thinking.

–Even better if experiments go with tasks that make 
students reflect and discover on their own the main 
findings.

• Experiments introduce a dynamic that keeps the 
professor alert and makes teaching a fun experience.



–Ted Bergstrom

“Taking a course in experimental 
economics is a little like going to dinner 
at a cannibal’s house. Sometimes you 
will be the diner, sometimes you will be 

part of the dinner, sometimes both.”



Questions?

humberto.llavador@upf.edu


