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Purpose of the report
To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2011.
Main objectives/broad purposes of the project
The objective of the project was to develop a module which adopted a different approach to the delivery and assessment of econometrics for final year undergraduates.  The underlying motivation was to produce a module driven by the twin motivations of ‘learning by doing’ and ‘assessment by doing’.  As a result, a 30 credit Applied Econometrics module emerged which had frequent workshops and assessment via the submission of six mini-projects- without a formal examination!  
Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)
The module was split into six large topics.  Each of these was taught over a three week period, with computer workshops and ‘student-led’ computer workshops employed.  The intention was to bring econometrics to life by allowing students to see how work has been undertaken in the literature and attempt their own empirical analysis.  

After completing the coverage of material, students were required to submit a mini-project.  Although these deliberately varied between topics, they all incorporated a substantive data-based component.  The intention was again to reinforce the relevance of empirical analysis via independent empirical research.  In the process of doing so, a range of transferable skills was developed (data manipulation, software skills, summarising generated results etc.).  The mini-projects also required students to report upon the research of others published in academic journals to demonstrate the understanding of alternative methods they had developed.  
Outcomes of the project
· If the module is to be evaluated by the marks obtained by students, it is a runaway success as the marks have been very good, despite the very demanding nature of the work undertaken.  The marks have only just been released and further analysis of them is underway.
· If the module is to be evaluated by feedback from students, it is a runaway success as the feedback has been exceptionally positive.  This feedback has been obtained via standard in-house questionnaires; questionnaires developed specifically for the module; and an Economics Network focus group specifically for this module.  Anecdotal evidence also supports the positive views of students on this new module.

· If the module is to be evaluated by feedback from staff involved in its delivery, it is a runaway success as all staff (I taught the majority myself) have indicated their enjoyment in contributing to the module.

Available resources (including web links)
· Data sets have been sent to Inna Pomorina for posting wherever is deemed appropriate.
· These data sets are accompanied by:

· An assignment.  This assignment explains how two of the data sets are to be used.

· An example question to be employed using the third data set. 

· A research article is to be prepared for CHEER.  This will provide information on the content, structure and assessment of the module, along with a statistical analysis of the marks obtained on this module relative to those obtained by the students elsewhere.
Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)
· A (mid-term) progress report was provided at the Economics Network meeting in January 2011.

· An end of term report will be provided at the Annual Conference in September 2011.

· A journal article is planned, but this has not yet been prepared as the project is based upon the development of a module which has only just finished.  
· Data, exercises (assessments) provided online to allow others to use or evaluate work undertaken on this project.  I do not have an obvious hosting site of my own, material has and will be emailed directly to Economics Network staff to use as appropriate.

Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)
The module returned an average mark of 67.5% for its 39 students.  This is significantly higher than the students average marks on other modules.  Given the data have only just become available, this has not as yet been fully examined.  Evaluation of the module has been undertaken also via the use of in-house questionnaires (both standard and module-specific) and a focus group on Wednesday 16 February 2011 (a transcript of which is available).
A final point.  I am exceptionally grateful to the Economics Network for their support in developing what I believe to be an exceptionally good module.  As the funding has supported the development of a module, and the module has only just been completed, there is a substantial amount of work which is only just underway concerning the review of the module and evaluation of its outcomes.  This will take place over the coming weeks and I am happy to provide more material for the Economics Network in return for their support.  Many, many thanks.
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