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Purpose of the report

To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2009.

Main objectives/broad purposes of the project
The main objective of the project was to redesign an introductory economics module taught to first year business studies students so that both learning and assessment would be enquiry based. 

Specific objectives included the following;

i. To enable students to engage with the study of economics
ii. To allow students to engage with the economics in everyday life situations 

iii. To equip students with the ability to engage in debates and discussions using basic economic terms
iv. To identify ways in which problem based learning, the use of threshold concepts can be used to enhance the understanding of economics, and therefore reduce the failure rates in economics for business studies students.

Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)

i. A set of firms ten firms were picked at the beginning of the module. To make access to formation much easier for the students, these firms were picked from the FTSE100 group of firms. There was a total of 240 students, who were divided into ten tutorial groups.  Each of these tutorial groups was then a signed a single firm to work on.

ii. The signed firm then served as the basis for all the weekly seminar discussions

iii. Weekly lectures were delivered to the students. These differed from traditional type lectures in their focus. Rather than focusing on a rigid textbook type of curriculum, the lectures focused on delivering a select number of threshold concepts and then focusing on their application to observable every day economic phenomenon.

iv. Students were then required to research on their firm with respect to the concepts that would have been covered in the lecture for a seminar the following week. This involved the students collecting actual data on their firm and bringing it to the seminar and using it to apply the concept. They were guided to look for information in the financial pages, the news, and specific company websites.  This would help the students to embed to their concepts and to engage with economics in everyday life situations. Because different students have access to different information, it also creates it in several cases very fertile ground for some academic debates regarding the concepts.
v. These firms also served as the foundation for assessment. There was no specific question that was set for the students. The students were required to keep a wiki page, regularly updating it as they found more information. Formative feedback was given regularly both during the seminar and during other contact hours. Two specific feedback points were put in the schedule for summative feedback. At this point, students were given a grade relative to the understanding and application that they had made in the wiki. The feedback was then meant o be incorporated into the next part of the process.  
vi. Students were encouraged to engage with the assessment right from the start by collecting as much information as they could regarding the specific concept and then read through and try to understanding later through application. 
vii. In addition to individual work, students were also engaged in groups work. The students in each seminar group were subdivided into groups of 4-5 students. These students worked to prepare a poster presentation on the allocated firm. 
viii. The poster presentation was accompanied by a summary report of what the students had learnt about the firm as a group. The presentations were open to other students and faculty not on the module.  Formal assessment was done judged by economics faculty members.
ix.  Throughout the process, use of online communication was encouraged especially for group work.
Outcomes of the project

i. Increased student engagement

ii. Increased pass rates

iii. The pilot has been adopted as the way to deliver this module

iv. A new module for a different set of non-core economics students has been designed and patterned after this pilot

Available resources (including web links)

Audio samples of FGDs and sample scripts 

Case study

Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)

i. Local staff seminar- 

ii. Conference paper-semester 2010

iii. Journal paper-2010

Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)

The success/impact criteria was twofold, i.e. the level of engagement by students and the impact on failure rates. Given both criteria, the project was a success. Focus group discussions were carried out in each seminar group and samples of audio review collected. Samples of student work are also available to indicate the level of engagement. These reflect different levels of achievement. The current module has now taken this pilot as its form of delivery. A new module that has been designed to deliver first year economics to other non economics students (other than the business studies students for whom the current module was designed) has also been patterned after this module. This is also another indicator of the project’s success.
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