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MODULE OVERVIEW


The discipline of economics dates back to the publication in 1776 of Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations. Classical economics, as it became known, developed around the core premise – captured most succinctly by Smith’s image of ‘the invisible hand’ – that other things bring equal, the ‘social good is best served by leaving individuals free to pursue their own selfish interests’ (Common & Stagl, 2005: 3). Classical economics did not ignore the relationship between economy and the natural world, and the supply of land in particular was seen as decisive. Adhering to Malthus’s gloomy prognosis that the quantity of land would always be a limiting factor resulting in persistent endemic poverty, the discipline was known during this period as ‘the dismal science’. Over time, however, Malthusian predictions proved wrong, not least because classical economics did take into account rapid technological change. During the late nineteenth century the emerging ‘neoclassical’ economics paradigm was a response to this failure and an attempt to include technological innovation in an analysis of ongoing economic growth in mature industrial economies. However, neoclassical economics largely ignored the relationship between the economy and wider ecological systems, treating environmental impacts as ‘externalities’ – literally external to the accounting framework and therefore invisible. In effect non-human nature was construed as providing an infinite supply of resources and a bottomless sink to soak up human waste. ‘Externalities’ in economics discourse refers to phenomena which do not have a price and therefore cannot be accorded a value in the market system. It was on this basis that post-war economics was dominated by optimistic expectations of constant growth and rising standards of living. However, in the context of the emerging environmental crisis of the 1970s a new trans-disciplinary field of ‘ecological economics’ began to question this assumption. Taking its cue from common roots of both ecology and economics in the Greek word ‘oikos’ meaning ‘household’, the new discipline started from the premise that the flows of energy and materials in the human economy should be seen as an aspect of the broader flows that constitute global ecology: the econosphere is part of the biosphere. Ecological economics provides the essential theoretical underpinning for the more well-known concept of ‘sustainable development’. It starts from the premise that biophysical limits make permanent growth in the scale of economic activity impossible.


Providing an introduction to the political economy of sustainable development, this course will give students an insight into the difficulties of accommodating environmental concerns into mainstream economic thinking. Seminars will explore the long term, dynamic relationship between human economic activity and the biosphere.  Particular emphasis will be given to the tensions between ‘strong’ and ‘weak’ sustainability, the relationship between ‘growth’ and ‘development’ and the role of market and state in developing more sustainable forms of economic activity.

Module Aims



This module aims to introduce students to the political-economic principles underlying economic and political policy debates centering on sustainability.

Students will gain an overview and conceptual understanding of: 

· The relationship between the economy and the environment as interdependent, complex systems; 

· The problems associated with integrating environmental factors into economic accounting; 

· The ecological dimensions of economic growth; 

· The nature of the market as an institution and its operation in relation to ecological systems and services; 

· The principles and instruments of sustainable governance; 

· The geo-political and institutional dimensions of environmental governance and the interaction between environmental and trade policies.

Module Objectives/Learning Outcomes

Demonstrate a good understanding of the political-economic principles underlying economic and political policy debates centring on sustainability
Critical analysis of the relationship between the economy and the environment as interdependent, complex systems. 

 Demonstrate a clear conceptual understanding of and the geo-political and institutional dimensions of environmental governance and the interaction between environmental and trade policies.

Demonstrate a clear conceptual understanding of the principles and instruments of sustainable governance.

Critical analysis of nature of the market as an institution and its operation in relation to ecological systems and services.

Demonstrate a clear conceptual understanding of the ecological dimensions of economic growth.

Understand how to formulate and operationalise political-economic problems in relation to ecology, scarcity and equity.

Critical analysis of standard models of economic growth.
Module Content

There will be 10 x 2-hour seminars, based on a small number of text-books and one work book for problem based-learning.

During seminars students will give presentations, demonstrate solutions to exercises and participate in discussions and problem-based learning exercises.

Topics will include the following:

· Human-environment interactions in history.

· Entropy, evolution & complex systems

· Concepts in economic and ecological accounting.

· Exchange and markets: concepts, history and critiques

· Sustainable development: policy objectives

· Sustainable development: policy instruments

· Nation states, trade and the environment

· Climate change

· Biodiversity loss.

Teaching Format

10 x 2hr seminar

Please note seminar attendance is required.  If you cannot attend a seminar you must inform your tutor as soon as possible and seek their permission.  If it is an emergency and you cannot inform your tutor in advance please contact the SPIRE Office, as soon as possible after the tutorial. 

In cases of regular non-attendance, the School may issue an official academic warning, which can be given at any time.  If the student does not meet the specific targets set in the warning he/she may be required to withdraw.

Module Resources

Further information relating to this module is available at the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) web page: http://www.students.keele.ac.uk
WebCT is part of the Virtual Learning Environment at Keele.  The WebCT Vista service is online and consists of information which will be of use to you whilst studying this module.  For example a copy of this module guide, lecture handouts, and hand in dates for written work.

Student Support

If you are having problems or need advise please do talk to your Module Tutor or your Year Tutor.  Staff are always keen to help students who are experiencing difficulties at any stage during the course.

Essay/s Hand in Dates

Hand-in dates for written work are available on your programme notice board within WebCT at: http://www.students.keele.ac.uk 

Essay Titles

These will be posted at a later date on WebCT

Essential Texts

Students should by the first two texts since we will be using them every week.

**** Common, Michael S. (2005) Ecological economics : an introduction (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press)

**** Herman E Daly and Joshua Farley (2004) Ecological Economics: Principles and Applications (Island Press) 



ISBN 1-55963-312-3

** Joshua Farley, Jon D. Erickson, and Herman E. Daly (2005) Ecological Economics: a workbook for problem-based learning (Washington: Island Press). This text accompanies the ‘Principles and Applications’ above.



ISBN: 1559633131 



ESSENTIAL 5 x short loan

Module Assessment

This module is assessed by 

1 x 2500 word project report or essay (50% overall mark)

1 x 2hr exam (2 questions in 2 hours under exam conditions) (50% overall mark)

Essay’s

The essay title must be taken from the list specified by the Module Co-ordinator.  Any other essay titles will not be marked unless prior agreement has been sought from the Module Co-ordinator.  The word count for each module is specified in the document located at: http://www.students.keele.ac.uk
All essays must be typed, and must contain a full bibliography of all items read. 

Please also note, any ideas or phrases taken from others should be acknowledged in the text, either by putting the quoted passage in quotation marks followed by the name of the author and the page number in brackets, or by stating in the text that you are indebted to some author (who should be in the bibliography) for this idea.  Failing to do this could be classed as plagiarism.

Examination
The examination will last for two hours.  

Plagiarism, Collusion and Cheating

Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s ideas (e.g. lectures) or written work (e.g. Internet material, books, articles, theses, dissertations, essays) as if one’s own without proper acknowledgement.  It is a form of cheating and can result in severe penalties.  Accurate and relevant endnotes/footnotes and bibliographies are an essential part of all essays, research papers and dissertations.   

Collusion is working closely with another student without acknowledgement (it includes copying another person’s written work, or sections of it).

ESSAYS ARE ROUNTINELY CHECKED FOR PLAGIARISM.

A statement of university policy on plagiarism can be found in the University’s Regulation Handbook - Academic Regulations and Guidance for Students and Staff http://www.keele.ac.uk/depts/aa/regulationshandbook
If you are unsure of how best to avoid plagiarism in you written work, speak with your Module Co-ordinator, who will be happy to advise you.
Submission of Written Work

All work must be submitted to the SPIRE administration staff, in Room CBB2.002, between 1.30-3.30pm on the day of the deadline submission date (please go to http://www.students.keele.ac.uk for details of submission dates). Late work must be submitted to the SPIRE Office during the stated opening hours.  

No item will be accepted without completion of the official Written Work Front Sheet, as attached to this module guide, and also available via the SPIRE Office.  Receipts will be given to students on submission of all written work.  Please ensure two copies of the written work are submitted.

 ‘Good Cause’ for Late Submission
Essay deadlines are taken seriously by SPIRE.  If you anticipate that circumstances beyond your control (e.g. medical problems) are likely to cause a delay in submitting your work, or if such circumstances have already caused a delay, you must always complete an Extenuating Circumstances Form (ECF). 

In the ECF you should explain your circumstances to identify the ‘good cause’ and submit evidence you have to support your case (e.g. medical certificate, note from Counseling, etc.).  ECF cases are considered by either a School Examination Board, or University Committee.

Extenuating Circumstances Forms are available from the SPIRE Office, and at 

http://www.keele.ac.uk/depts/aa/regulationshandbook/forms/extenuatingcircumstances.doc.)

Implications of Late Submission

Items received within 7 days of the deadline date, without good cause, will be accepted at the discretion of the School and marked at a ceiling of 40% for that part of the module.  Items received more than 7 days after the deadline date, without good cause, will receive a mark of 0%.

If you can demonstrate 'good cause' for the late‑submission of your work you must complete an Extenuating Circumstances Form as explained in ‘Good Cause’ for Late Submission’.
Failure of Module

If the mark for the module falls below 40% students will normally be offered re-assessment in the failed element (e.g. essay, exam, or both).

Reassessment essay/s/paper/s are due for submission on the first date of re-examinations (i.e. April or August).  This does not apply to third year modules.  Re-examination dates for each module are announced by Academic Affairs.  The maximum mark available for a module, where any part has been re-assessed is 40%.  Missed exams which are documented as good cause, are re-examined as first attempt.

Lecture Programme Reading

PLEASE NOTE:   Nearly all of the books are in the library. Some are on order.  There are also many other books in the library that are relevant but not listed: use your nose. There are also many other fantastic libraries including the British Library in London and John Rylands in Manchester. If you have not been in the habit of buying books, you should start now.   You can get more or less on Amazon, but you should also always check www.abebooks.co.uk – for secondhand bargains (sometimes you can get items for less than £1.00).

STUDENTS SHOULD BUY THE FIRST TWO TEXTS BY MICHAEL COMMON AND SIGRID STAGL AND DALY & FARLEY

Basic text books

**** Common, Michael S. (2005) Ecological economics : an introduction (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press)

**** Herman E Daly and Joshua Farley (2004) Ecological Economics: Principles and Applications (Island Press) 



ISBN 1-55963-312-3

** Joshua Farley, Jon D. Erickson, and Herman E. Daly (2005) Ecological Economics: a workbook for problem-based learning (Washington: Island Press). This text accompanies the ‘Principles and Applications’ above.



ISBN: 1559633131 



ESSENTIAL 5 x short loan

** Gareth Edwards-Jones, Ben Davies, Salman Hussain. (2000) Ecological economics : an introduction  (Oxford : Blackwell Science) 



ISBN: 0865427968 – 2 copies short loan, 2 week loan and 1 standard loan;  

essential 

Other useful discussions

Daly, Herman E. (1999) Ecological economics and the ecology of economics: essays in criticism / (Cheltenham : Edward Elgar) 



ISBN: 185898968X.  



Recommended. Short Loan

Lucia A. Reisch &  Inge Røpke  (eds) (2004) The ecological economics of consumption / edited by. (Cheltenham : Edward Elgar) 



ISBN: 1843765128. 



Recommended. 1 copy week loan.

Daly, Herman E. Townsend, Kenneth N. (Kenneth Neal) (eds), (1993) Valuing the earth: economics, ecology, ethics (Cambridge, Mass. ; London: MIT Press) 



ISBN: 0262041332 0262540681 (pbk)



RECOMMENDED 1 x short loan

Moran, Emilio F.  (2006) People and nature : an introduction to human ecological relations / Emilio F. Moran. ( Malden, MA : Blackwell) 



ISBN: 9781405105712.  



ESSENTIAL 2 x short loan

Brook Lyndhurst (2003) London’s ecological footprint: a review. Commissioned by GLA Economics] (London : Greater London Authority).  



ESSENTIAL 2 x short loan

Daly, Herman E. (1996)  Beyond growth : the economics of sustainable development / Herman E. Daly. ( Boston : Beacon)

.
ISBN: 0807047090 0807047082 (alk. paper)


RECOMMENDED 1 x short loan.

Timothy F.H. Allen,  Joseph A. Tainter,  Thomas W. Hoekstra (2003)Supply-Side Sustainability (Complexity in Ecological Systems) (Columbia University Press) 


ISBN-10: 0231105878 


ESSENTIAL 1 x short loan

E.C. Pielou (2001) The Energy of Nature (University of Chicago Press) 


ISBN-13: 978-0226668062


ESSENTIAL 1 x short loan

Rajaram Krishnan , Jonathan M. Harris (eds) (1995) Survey of Ecological Economics (Island Press


ISBN-13: 978-1559634


ESSENTIAL 1 x short loan

.

Early books that first questioned the primacy of economic growth and provided foundational texts for ‘strong sustainability’

Kenneth Boulding (1968) Beyond Economics Essays on Society, Religion and Ethics 

Hazel Henderson (1978) Creating alternative futures the end of economics (NY)
Herman Daly (1973) Towards a Steady State Economy

E.F Schumacher (1973 Small is Beautiful

Sustainable Development

** Adams,WM (2001) Green Development. Environment and Sustainability in the Third World (London: Routledge) CH 1-6

***Satterthwaite, David (ed) The Earthscan Reader in Sustainable Cities (London: Earthscan) – chapters 1 & 2 (by William Rees)  - very good introductory summary.

Other references:

***Daly,HE (2006) ‘The Concept of Scale in Ecological Economics’, in the ISEE Internet Encyclopaedia of Ecological Economics at http://www.ecoeco.org/publica/encyc.htm
Faber,Malte et al (1998) Ecological Economics: Concepts and Methods (Cheltenham: Edward Elgar) – esp ch 1-5

C. Spash (1999) The development of environmental thinking in economics. Environmental Values 8:413-435 XER11828 

See also the Wikipedia entry at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecological_economics
And this paper by Herman Daly: http://www.paecon.net/PAEReview/ecologicaleconomics/Daly22.htm
 And to look up particular  ecological economics terms or concepts: 

http://www.ecoeco.org/publica/encyc.htm
For information on the emergence of environmental politics in the 20th century see

http://www.radford.edu/~wkovarik/envhist/
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Seminar/Tutorial Programme Reading

The work schedule for the seminars will be provided in a separate document on WEB CT
SPIRE : School of Politics, International Relations and Philosophy


WRITTEN WORK COVER SHEET

In order for the written work to be accepted this front sheet  
MUST be completed and signed by the student.

A.
TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT

REGISTRATION NO:
…………………………………………………………………………………
PRINCIPAL COURSE:  
………………………………………………………………………………….

YEAR:


FY,  CSP,       1,       2,        3,       MA     
 (Please delete as appropriate)

MOD NO./NAME:  
……………………………………………………………………………………

ESSAY TITLE:

……………………………………………………………………………………

NO. OF WORDS:
………………………………….

DATE:
…………………………..

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

B.
TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT
NAME: ……………………………………………….……
Year:   FY, CSP,  1,   2,    3,      MA    


(Please delete as appropriate)
REGISTRATION NO: …………………………………………………………………………………………..

Module Name & Number for which written work is being submitted:     ………………………………….

I certify 

A
That the above dissertation/project/essay is my own account, based upon work actually carried out by me and that all sources of material not resulting from my own experimentation, observation or specimen collecting, including observational data, have been clearly indicated.

B
There shall be standard cover sheets for dissertations/ projects/extended essays submitted for postgraduate awards which shall include a declaration that “no part of the work….. is a quotation from published or unpublished sources, except where this has been clearly acknowledged as such by citation of the source”.
  It is essential that work is submitted with this accompanying declaration.

C
That I have read, understood and abided by terms of Regulation 11, below:

Conduct with regard to Dissertations, Projects, Essays etc.

11.1
Titles must be approved or specified by the Departmental Board of Examiners concerned 

11.2
Dissertations, projects or essays or other like in-course assessments must be in the student’s own words, except for quotations from published and unpublished sources which shall be clearly indicated as such and be accompanied by full details of the publications concerned.  The source(s) of any map, photograph, illustrations, or similar must be similarly indicated.    The student shall indicate clearly the source(s), whether published or unpublished, of any material not resulting from his/her own experimentation, observation or specimen collecting, including observational data.  Students will be required to sign a statement to that effect.  Failure to comply strictly with these requirements may be construed as cheating.

Date Work Due:
………………..……….

Date Work Received:   ………………..………

Student Signature:
………………………………………………………………………………..

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
C.
TO BE COMPLETED BY STUDENT

NAME:


………………………………………………………………………………………….

MODULE NO:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

RECEIVED WITH THANKS

Signature of Office Staff:   ……...………………...
     Date (to be stamped by Office):   ……………………..

--------------------------------------------





NAME





EMAIL





----------------------------
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