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Economics Network 

Learning and Teaching Development Projects 2010/11                      

Introduction

Proposals are invited from the UK Economics community for Learning and Teaching Development Projects to be funded by the Economics Network of the HE Academy. Distribution of funding will be made available for projects under the following headings: Development of Project Ideas; New Learning and Teaching Projects; Extension of Projects. All projects will address the development, implementation and evaluation of innovative approaches to teaching, learning and assessment in Economics HE education. The scheme is aimed at academics wanting to develop and evaluate new approaches to their teaching practices. 

Programme Aims
The primary aims of the Economics Network Learning and Teaching Development Projects are:

· To encourage and support curriculum developments, learning and teaching research, and other innovations which will enhance students’ learning experiences.

· To encourage collaboration and facilitate dissemination and sharing of good practice between departments, local support services and institutions.

2010/11 Themes and Priorities

2010/11 Learning and Teaching Development Project proposals should address one of two themes:

1. Innovative and interactive approaches to teaching, learning and assessment in Economics education

The majority of students in our student survey state their preference for active learning. Active learning can be defined as learning in which the learner is the principal driving force, with the instructor as the facilitator of the process. Examples include problem-based learning, case-study approaches, collaborative group learning and assessment, games and simulations, interactive use of virtual learning environments and technology-enhanced learning.  

2. Approaches and resources to support the student experience in Economics Education

Examples might include projects that address issues of student recruitment, retention or diversity, different learning styles, teaching international students, education for sustainable development, quantitative skills, group-work skills, graduate employability, etc. 

Economics Network surveys (student, lecturer, alumni and employer surveys) alongside other national issues have highlighted specific themes, which could be taken forward through a Learning and Teaching Development Project. The Economics Network therefore will prioritise projects proposals focusing on the following topics:

· Sustainable Development: developing curricula and teaching that give students the skills and knowledge to live and work sustainably.
· Teaching international students. 

· Assessment and feedback.

· Employability and employer engagement, including workbased learning.

· External examiners: for example using external examiner experiences as a resource.

· Student engagement: for example recruitment, retention, participation, attendance etc.

Funding categories

A. Development of Project Ideas (maximum funding £1,000)
The purpose of this funding category is to purchase a small proportion of the teaching and administration time of an individual or small group of academic staff to develop project ideas for future funding. 

B. New Learning and Teaching Projects (maximum funding: £2,000 for individuals; £5,000 for projects involving more than one university)
This is for the implementation of new fully planned projects. 

C. Extension of Projects (maximum funding £2,000)
The purpose of this funding category is to enable successful projects which have already been funded by the Economics Network Project scheme to be extended. Applicants for funds under this heading should highlight how the original project has been successful and offer a clear strategy for development which builds on this success.
Key details

	Funding range
	

	Development of Project Ideas
	£1000

	New Learning and Teaching Projects
	£2000 for individuals; £5000 for more than one university

	Extension of Projects
	£2000

	Project length
	No longer than 12 months


Key dates

	Closing date for proposals
	Friday 30 April 2010

	Successful bids announced
	Friday 21 May 2010

	Initial Project group meeting
	June 2010

	Project progress group meeting
	January 2011


Guidelines
Who can apply?

Any academic or group of academics involved in teaching Economics at either undergraduate of postgraduate level in the UK. Departmental/faculty/central staff that support learning and teaching in Economics may also apply as part of an academic-led proposal. Collaboration within institutions and between institutions is encouraged, although not essential.

What are the essential criteria for successful proposals?

Proposals will be assessed on the extent that they: 
· clearly set out what the project/initiative intends to achieve, its relevance to the needs of the community and how it will enhance student learning;

· demonstrate that the project/initiative is feasible and likely to be effective;
· provide a timeframe for the project, including milestones and clearly defined outcomes (products);
· demonstrate the project/initiative’s transferability and describe plans for dissemination of the project outputs to the wider community;

· incorporate a system for evaluating its impact on students’ learning where appropriate;

· provide and justify a breakdown of project costs.

What resources/activities should a proposal include?

Proposals must have clearly defined outcomes (products) that will be of benefit to the wider Economics community. All projects should produce:

· a final report

· a case study

· a paper/poster for the Economics Network’s Development in Economics Education conference in September 2011. Proposals should include costs for this conference (allow £250 for a full delegate rate).

Other outcomes/resources appropriate for projects include:

	· guides
	· networks
	· conference papers

	· web-based resources
	· workshops
	· journal papers


How should the proposal be costed?

Costs can include the following:

· Travel and subsistence expenses (does not need to include Economics Network project group meetings). 

· Staffing (e.g. administrative or research assistance; replacement teaching costs).

· Consumables.

· Equipment: requests for technological hardware or software will be considered only if the requirement for such costs is clearly explained and justified.

It is anticipated that project funding will not be subject to departmental or institutional overheads.

N.B. Half of the allocated money for each project will be made available at the beginning of the project, and the rest on satisfactory completion of the project.

Additional Information

· Projects will be expected to liaise regularly with the Economics Network.

· All projects will be required to send at least one representative to each of two group meetings during the period of the funding. The purposes of these meetings will be to provide opportunities for fine-tuning project plans / deliverables, sharing ideas with other project teams and for networking with colleagues.

Proposals
Proposals should be received no later than Friday 30 April 2010. They should include:

1. a completed proforma (attached and also available to download on-line at http://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/projects/mini/call; 

2. a brief CV, highlighting all applicants’ (and partners’) relevant experience in learning and teaching practice and / or research.

All applicants will be informed individually of the outcome by Friday 21 May 2010. A list of the successful projects will be posted on the Economics Network website. The projects will be selected by a panel including members of the Economics Network team and Advisory Group. 

Projects will be judged against the aims, criteria and proposal process set out above, as well as the quality of the proposal in terms of meeting a perceived need, enhancing  students’ experience and developing their employability and / or enriching the learning and  teaching research literature. 
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Network Support

If you are interested in putting together a collaborative proposal and would like support in identifying like-minded colleagues from other institutions please contact us at the address below. 

For more information:

To discuss a proposal, for further information or to submit a proposal please contact: 

Dr. Inna Pomorina 

Economics Network Research Officer

Economics Network  

University of Bristol

8-10 Berkeley Square

Bristol, BS8 1HH

E-mail: inna.pomorina@bristol.ac.uk  

Tel. 0117 331 4442

For further information on student, lecturer, employer and alumni surveys please see http://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/projects/surveys
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	Economics Network 

Bid for Learning and Teaching Development Project Funding: 2010/11




Please do not exceed the number of pages shown in this proforma. 

	1. Project Members
	

	Project Leader Name
	

	Department 
	

	Institution
	

	Address for Correspondence
	

	Tel:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	

	Participating Departments and Institutions

(Other members of the project from different departments and/or Institutions)

	Name (2)
	

	Department 
	

	Institution
	

	Address for Correspondence
	

	Tel:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	

	Name (3)
	

	Department 
	

	Institution
	

	Address for Correspondence
	

	Tel:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	


	2.
	Title of Project

	
	

	3.
	Project Category (i.e. Development of Project Ideas, New Learning and Teaching Projects, Extension of Projects)

	
	If applying for funding under Development of Project Ideas please fill in Sections 1 (Project Members), 2 (Title of Project), 3 (Project Category), 4 (Summary of Project), 8 (Budget Outline and Justification) and 10 (Signatures).

	4.
	Summary of Project

Please include main objectives/broad purposes of the project (500 words max).

	
	


	5.
	Background, context and rationale

(This section should include: a summary indicating how the project meets specified criteria; its relevance to the needs of the community; how it will enhance student learning and how the project will address accessibility).



	
	

	6.
	Programme of work, aims and outcomes

(This section should include a timeframe for the project including milestones and clearly defined outcomes/products.)


	
	


	7.
	Evaluation procedures

(Please provide a description of how the project is to be evaluated against the stated objectives.) 

	
	

	8.
	Budget Outline and Justification (value for money)


	
	Developments in Economics Education Conference 2011 

(£250 per full delegate)



	
	Total funding applied for:

	
	Please give details of any other funding applied for/received:


	9.
	Dissemination 

Please describe how you plan to disseminate the results of the project (a) within your Institution (b) UK-wide.

	
	· Final report

· Developments in Economics Education Conference 2011 paper and/or poster

· Case study



	10.
	Signature of Project Leader

 
Date


Date
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Signature of Head of Department


Date

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please submit your bid by Friday 30 April 2010 on paper or via email to Dr. Inna Pomorina, Economics Network Research Officer, Economics Network, University of Bristol, 8-10 Berkeley Square, Bristol, BS8 1HH

E-mail: inna.pomorina@bristol.ac.uk
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