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Explanation Of The Unit And The Material I Have Posted Here.

This unit is delivered to a wide range of Level 2 business students (for some as core, for others as an option, in total around 125 students a year).

It attempts to be an applied economics unit and to build on the core for all business students Level 1 Economics in Business unit (also partially posted on this network).  To simplify two economic approaches, developed at Level 1, are employed, a Keynesian/Market-Interventionist approach and a Free-Market approach.

My aim is to help the student to understand the economic and political views that have, and always will, surround and shape the process of European integration.  It is an antidote to general textbooks on European integration that present all developments as being both logical and the best/inevitable option.  I seek to present sides, not to take sides!

As the unit programme below indicates I am only posting some of the unit material on this network. I also employ past papers of mine and Financial Times articles (to provide examples, updating the articles I employ each year).  Consequently in the material I have posted you will find occasional references to Financial Times articles that are not posted on this network. 

I apologise in advance for errors in spelling and grammar; these are lecture notes, not journal articles or extracts from a published book.

Assessment.

(i)  Group presentation                           

20% of unit mark

(ii) End year assignment (3000 words)                   
80% of unit mark

UNIT PROGRAMME (AND CORE READING).
We use the term core reading as we expect all students to read this material. Furthermore we do not mean lightly read, but read until you understand the material. As a general rule you should not expect to easily understand any source after a single reading.  Also by core reading we mean the minimum amount to read, you should read further independently if you want to seriously study the unit.  

WEEK 1: 

Lecture
Europe – the big idea.


See posted – The Birth of the EU pages 1 to 4.
Tutorial 
Introduction to the unit.  

Explanation of syllabus, reading, assignment and presentation (students to be assigned to presentations groups).

WEEK 2: 

Lecture
Actual and Possible Institutional Structures for the EU.



See posted – The Birth of EU pages 4 to 7.
Tutorial 
Actual and Possible Institutional Structures for the EU.
Your chance to ask questions and raise points. 
WEEK 3: 

Lecture
European Economic Experience – 1945 to 2004.
See posted Economics in Business (Level 1) Lecture 17 The Golden Age and Lecture 18 The Triumph of the Free-Market).
Tutorial
 European Economic Experience – 1945 to 2004.

Your chance to ask questions and raise points.

WEEK 4: 

Lecture
Delors Speeds Up European Integration.



See posted – The Birth of EU pages 7 to 9 and 10 to 13.
Tutorial 
Delors Speeds Up European Integration.
Your chance to ask questions and raise points.
WEEK 5:


Lecture
Developments up to, and including the Maastricht Treaty of December 1991.
See posted  – The Birth of the EU pages 14 to 16.
Tutorial 
Presentation Week – Clearly outline the development of the EU’s institutional structure from 1957 to 1986.
WEEK 6: 

Lecture
Globalisation and Tensions Over Social Dumping.



See posted  –  Recent Institution Questions and Economic Concerns pages 1 to 6.
Tutorial
 The Enlargement to the East.

WEEK 7: 

Lecture
Slow Progress in European Integration Since Maastricht – Part 1


See posted –  Recent Institution Questions and Economic Concerns pages 8 to 14.
Tutorial 
Presentation Week – Present statistics on, and analyse, the performance of the EU economy as a whole from 1957 to 2004.
WEEK 8: 

Lecture
Slow Progress in European Integration Since Maastricht – Part 2


See posted  –  Recent Institution Questions and Economic Concerns pages 14 to 20. 

Tutorial 
Presentation Week – Present statistics on, and analyse, the performance of an EU member’s economy of your own choice from 1957 to 2004.  
WEEK 9: 

Lecture 
SEM and EU Competition Policy Aims, Laws and General Detail.

See numerous possible sources in the library/web.
Tutorial
SEM and EU Competition Policy Aims, Laws and General Detail.
Your chance to ask questions and raise points.
WEEK 10:
Lecture
Single European Market (SEM) - Economic Case.

See Potts, N. (2000) ‘Will the Single European Market make us all richer and happier?’, European Business Review, Vol. 12 No. 6, pp. 322-336.

Tutorial
SEM Examples.
FT articles are used as examples.

WEEK 11: 

Lecture
EU Competition Policy - Economic Case.

See Potts, N. (2000) ‘Will the Single European Market make us all richer and happier?’, European Business Review, Vol. 12 No. 6, pp. 322-336.

Tutorial
EU Competition Policy Examples.
FT articles are used as examples.
WEEK 12: 

Lecture 
EU Social Policy.
See numerous possible sources in the library/web. 

Tutorial
EU Social Policy Examples.     

FT articles are used as examples.
WEEK 13: 
Lecture 
A Federal Solution to Social Dumping.

See posted –  Recent Institution Questions and Economic Concerns pages 21 to 24.

Tutorial
Presentation Week – Research and present case studies related to the Single European Market.
WEEK 14: 
Lecture
The ‘Communist’ East and Rapid Reform.

See Potts, N. (2001), ‘Is it time to finally take Dr. Kalecki’s Rational Planning Medicine’, International Journal of Social Economics, June Vol. 28 No. 8, pp. 667-680, and Potts, N. (2000), ‘Rapid Reform in Retrospect’, Economic and Business Review: For Central and South-Eastern Europe, Vol. 2 No. 2, pp. 209-228.

Tutorial
Presentation Week – Research and present case studies related to EU Competition Policy
WEEK 15: 

Lecture 
Is Eastern Europe the EU’s Mexico?

See ‘Rapid Reform in Retrospect’.

Tutorial
Presentation Week – Research and present a comparison of two EU member’s levels of Social Policy.

WEEK 16: 

Lecture
Assignment Guidance.

Tutorial
Presentation Week – Research and present an Eastern European EU member’s experience of rapid reform and economic performance up to the current day.
WEEK 17:



Lecture
The New ERM/Triumph of Global Financial Market.

See posted – Economic and Monetary Union (Part 1).

Tutorial
The New ERM/Triumph of Global Financial Market.
Your chance to ask questions and raise points.
WEEK 18:


Lecture
The Euro in Theory - Regaining Economic Sovereignty at the level of the EU.
See posted – Economic and Monetary Union (Part 2).
Tutorial
The Euro in Theory - Regaining Economic Sovereignty at the level of the EU.

Your chance to ask questions and raise points.
WEEK 19:


Lecture
The Euro in Practice/A Free-Market Failure?
See posted – Economic and Monetary Union (Part 3).
Tutorial
The Euro in Practice/A Free-Market Failure?
Your chance to ask questions and raise points.
WEEK 20: 
Lecture
The Euro and the current Crisis.
See posted – Economic and Monetary Union (Part 3).
Tutorial
The Euro and the current Crisis.
Your chance to ask questions and raise points.

WEEK 21: 
Lecture
Where is the EU Today?
Tutorial
So what do you thing about the EU?

Your chance to discuss how the feel about the EU now you have studied about it.

WEEK 22: 
Lecture
Assignment Guidance.

Tutorial
Your Questions on the Assignment.
WEEK 23: 

Lecture
Assignment Guidance.

Tutorial
Your Questions on the Assignment.

WEEK 24:  - Assignment hand-in week.

Hand in your assignment on your course’s normal hand-in day.

