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Robert Putnam, in his exploration of the decline in social capital in the United States, puts forward several promising suspects in his search for the cause of this change, including education, pressures of time and money, mobility and suburbanization, the role of women, marriage and family, the welfare state, race and civil rights, and generational effects.  List the factors that he says might explain the decline in group membership.  List each factor and explain why he rejects it as a cause of the decline of group membership.  What does he blame in the end and why?  The main idea of this worksheet is to see why he accepts or rejects each potential cause.

	Factor:
	Did this cause a decline in social capital?
	Why or why not?

	Education


	
	

	Time and Money 

Pressure


	
	

	Mobility and Suburbanization


	
	

	Role of Women


	
	

	Marriage and Family


	
	

	Welfare State


	
	

	Race and Civil Rights


	
	

	Generational Effects


	
	


What does Putnam blame as the main cause?  Why does he reach this conclusion?

