Research Design:  Threats to Validity
How research can come off the rails:
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Threats to validity in politics research occur often and are difficult to deal with.  Real life never allows endless funding for research or the use of much experimentation due to ethical and political controversy.  Carefully read Yu and Ohlund’s list of threats to internal validity.  Then, read Ben Goldacre’s account of education research around student achievement.  List each particular weaknesses he identifies in the research?  Can you link each one to a particular threat to validity?  How could you realistically overcome such problems if YOU were doing the study?

