MED-M07Y HEALTH ECONOMICS: UNIT DESCRIPTION

	Unit title:

Introduction to Health Economics



	Identifying Code:

MED-M07Y


	Credits:

20
	Lecturer:

Angela Robinson

	Level:

M


	Start Date:

September 
	

	Schemes on which unit offered:

HEA Postgraduate Taught Programmes 



	Entry requirements:

As per HEA Postgraduate Taught Programmes 



	Pre-requisites:

None.



	Learning approach and pattern of attendance at UEA:

Mixture of lecture and student-led seminar.  Attendance at UEA for one three-hour session per fortnight, over ten sessions.



	Assessment (Types and Weighting):

One 4,000 word essay based on a list provided. As the purpose of the assignment is to enable students to apply the economic concepts covered in the course to a critical analysis of an issue relevant to them, they will be encouraged to adapt these suggested topics, or devise their own in consultation with the unit co-ordinator.  In the assignment, the student should be able to clearly demonstrate their ability to construct a logical argument based on a critical and analytical assessment of theories and evidence they have been exposed to during the course.

Students will be expected to present seminars that will emphasise the role of economic concepts and techniques in the various areas of health and health care.  This will encourage the application of the economic concepts considered and enable students to develop skills in the presentation of economic concepts in areas of clinical discourse.  These presentations will not carry a weighting in assessment.



	Objectives:

The purpose of this unit is to provide an introduction to the approach, concepts and models used by economists in addressing issues in health and health care.  It is expected that by the end of the unit students will be able to:

· describe the main economic concepts relating to health and health care;

· provide a critical evaluation of these concepts;

· apply these concepts to the analysis of health care policy and institutions;

· critically evaluate issues in health and health care from an economic perspective;

· analyse issues and problems in the funding, provision, utilisation and evaluation of health services from an economic perspective;

· use their knowledge of the institutional arrangements for the financing and delivery of health care services to discuss alternative arrangements from an economic perspective; and

· articulate the usefulness of economic analysis in promoting an efficient and equitable health care system.


	Expected time spent by student in lectures/workshops; practice; private study:
Lectures/seminars:  30 hours

Private study:  40 hours

Assignment preparation:  24 hours


	OUTLINE OF LECTURES
1. INTRODUCING HEALTH ECONOMICS
What is economics?  What is health economics?

Key economic concepts explored.

2. THE ‘MARKET’ FOR HEALTH CARE 
How do health care ‘markets’ differ from ordinary markets?  How, and when, do 

they fail?  How can they be regulated?

3. HEALTH CARE FINANCING 
What are the different ways of financing health care?  What does international experience tell us about how financing influences health system performance?

4. INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMIC EVALUATION 
Evaluating health care technologies and policies from an economic perspective. 

Techniques of economic evaluation: cost minimisation to cost benefit analysis.

5. OUTCOME MEASUREMENT: UTILITY VALUES
    What is health?  How might it be measured?  What techniques do economists use to     measure health improvements?
6.  WHAT IS THE VALUE OF LIFE & HEALTH?

Can we value life? Can we value health?  Why might we need to? 

7. EQUITY AND INEQUALITY IN POPULATION HEALTH 
What do we mean by equity? What are the determinants of health inequalities?  What   can be done to tackle health inequalities?  

8.  RATIONING IN HEALTH CARE 

Can we avoid rationing?  What are the different forms rationing can take? What is the role of NICE? 

9. H EALTH CARE REFORM AND THE NHS 
How and why has the NHS been reformed?  What effects have reforms had?

10, USE OF ECONOMIC EVIDENCE IN DECISIONS

       How is economic evidence used in decisions?  How can the quality of economic evidence   

      be assured?  What are the obstacles to appropriate use of evidence?


	


