IDM021 : Poverty, Inequality and Livelihoods

Dr Marina Della Giusta, School of Economics m.dellagiusta@rdg.ac.uk

Office HumSS 315a, Office hours Wed 9-11

Program
15 Jan 
Definitions of poverty, inequality and livelihoods
21 Jan 
Causes of poverty and inequality

28 Jan 
Film and discussion: Darwin’s nightmare

4 Feb 

Policies for poverty alleviation

11 Feb

Policies for poverty alleviation

18 Feb 
Child labour (Prof Uma Kambhampati)
25 Feb 
Social capital

4 March 
Gender inequality

11 March 
Film and discussion: Counting for Nothing

18 March 
Climate change and livelihoods
Assessment: one 3000 words essay on one of the topics of the course, to be submitted in the first week of the Summer Term. Please check the essay writing guidelines on BB.
General Readings
(specific ones will be provided with each topic either as photocopies or as pdf on BB)
Banerjee, A. V., R. Benabou and D. Mookherjee (2006) Understanding Poverty Oxford University Press. – Relevant chapters will be made available
Ravallion, Martin (2009) Poverty Lines The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, 2nd edition, Larry Blume and Steven Durlauf (eds) London: Palgrave Macmillan. BB

Anand, Sudhir, and Paul Segal (2008) "What Do We Know about Global Income Inequality?" Journal of Economic Literature, 46(1): 57–94. BB
Milanovic, Branko (2006) Global income inequality : what it is and why it matters. Policy, Research working paper ; no. WPS 3865. BB
Ravallion, Martin (2008) Bailing out the World’s Poorest, Development Research Group, World Bank, WPS 4763 BB

http://www.wider.unu.edu/research/Database/en_GB/database/

http://www.undp.org/poverty/
Kanbur, Ravi (2009) What Determines Poverty Reduction? Foreword to What Works for the Poorest? Edited by David Hulme, David Lawson, Imran Matin and Karen Moore BB
Wilkinson, R. and Pickett, K. (2009) The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost Always Do Better – Relevant chapters will be made available
http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2009/papers/
