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Development  Economics 

Assessment:          One essay of 1,500 – 2,000 words 

· Failure to submit TWO copies of your work by this deadline will result in a mark of 0%

· You are advised to plan your work carefully and back-up your work. Computing and printing problems will NOT be accepted as reasons for non-submission

· Read pages ?? and ?? of your Student Handbook before you start your essay

· Write the exact title of the essay question at the top of your answer

· For guidance on essay writing please see the DES Undergraduate Handbook.  

Answer ONE question

In all questions you should illustrate the points you are making with the use of relevant data and literature relating to one or more developing countries.  You will be expected to make use of the links provided on Blackboard to specific development related data sources and to give proper indication of the sources and definitions being used.
1.  
‘Foreign direct investment in so called ‘dirty industries’ can generate the economic development that provides the wealth that allows for later improvements in environmental standards’.  Discuss this proposition in relation to one or more of the newly industrialising countries using relevant data to back up your argument.

2.
‘Access to the foreign aid that is intended to help poverty reduction involves the acceptance of economic policies that lead to greater inequality.  Aid donors should therefore stop pretending that their primary objective is poverty reduction.’  Discuss this proposition in relation to one or more aid dependent economies using relevant data to back up your argument.
3.
Why did so many countries in Sub-Saharan Africa experience economic stagnation in the 1980s and 1990s?  Is there any evidence of recovery in the last decade?  Illustrate your answer with reference to literature and data relating to one or more Sub-Saharan African economy.
4.
‘The rapid economic growth of China and India in the last twenty years owes much to the size of theirs economies, so their experience cannot be replicated in smaller economies.’  Discuss using relevant literature and data to compare the economic performance of either China or India with one of their smaller neighbours.

5.
‘What matters for growth is not so much the rate of investment but the efficiency with which it is used and the policy environment in which it takes place.’  Discuss using relevant data and literature relating to at least two developing countries.
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