ECON2013 DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS 
Semester 2 week 5, 2009/2010
Population and Development

This topic explores some issues related to population in LDCs.

Two different views on population growth:

(a)
“ ..to put it simply: the greatest single obstacle to the economic and social advancement of the majority of peoples in the underdeveloped world is rampant population growth...The threat of unmanageable population pressures is very much like the threat of nuclear war...” 

Robert McNamara, former president of the World Bank. (Kelly 1988)

(b)
“Take care of the people and the population will take care of itself.”

A popular slogan at the UN World Population Conference 1974. 
1) Is population growth a real problem? Why?

The following data provide some background to the discussion:

TABLE 1 

	COUNTRY
	Crude Birth Rate

(per 1000 population)


	Crude Death Rate (per 1000 population)


	Population ages 0-14 (% of total)
	Popn ages 65 & above (% of total)

	
	1970
	2007
	1970
	2007
	2008
	2008

	Ethiopia
	Data were provided here taken from 

World Bank: World Development Indicators (via ESDS).

	Tanzania
	

	The Gambia
	

	Kenya
	

	China
	

	Sri Lanka
	

	Egypt
	

	Indonesia
	

	Thailand
	

	Singapore
	

	UK
	

	Japan
	

	USA
	


2)
To what extent do these data suggest that there is a “population problem”?

3)
What factors at the microeconomic level might contribute to the high birth rate seen in many LDCs?

4)
Discuss the feasibility and desirability of devising a population policy for LDCs.
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